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pressed in such excellent form that they are really literature. The volume 
should be particularly appealing to those who know and love the City of Kings- 
ton. R. E. Dodge. 

The Old North Trail; or Life, Legends and Religion of the Black- 
feet Indians. By Walter McClintock. xxvi and 539 pp. illustrations, map, 
appendices and index. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, 1910. $4. g}4 x %%• 
The sub-title describes its real content. The author was adopted into the 
Blackfeet Indian tribe, secured their confidence, and is thus able to write 
authoritatively on their home life. The social life, religion, customs, traditions 
and history of these Indians is told in an interesting, unconventional manner. 
Such a book is especially useful, since the Blackfeets are rapidly disappearing, 
and the remnant is becoming civilized and forgetting the life and traditions of 
their fathers. F. V. Emerson. 

Cuba. By Irene A. Wright, xiv and 512 pp., 1 map, 72 illustrations, index. 
The Macmillan Company, New York, 1910. $2.50. 
In the opinion of the able journalist-editor who wrote this book and who 
has gathered her impressions of Cuba during ten years' interrupted residence 
on that island, Havana's population is "diseased, physically and morally, and 
also mentally." She asserts that such literature as is not printed in English 
is displayed on the public stalls; that Havana is rotten and rotting, and that 
those who note intelligently even the surface signs of existing conditions see 
all her undeniable beauties through thick miasma. In utter disgust she has 
repeatedly said "farewell forever" to the Queen of the Antilles ; but, as she 
frankly admits, "each time, before I'd lost her well astern, I realized that I 
should return. Arrived in the North, the bustle of busier streets than hers 
annoyed me ; brick and brownstone houses oppressed me with their gloom." 
Invariably she found herself longing to see the Cuban sky again, because all 
others looked faded in comparison — less blinding at noonday, less gaudy at 
sunset, and less deep, tender and marvellously blue at night. When she had 
planned to return to her native land, the palm trees of Havana's suburbs, "with 
feathery tops that rustle»in the wind have haunted my dreams until longing 
for the light, the color, the warmth of Havana was a pain not longer to be 
endured." We regard it as a fortunate circumstance that the tinted facades 
of the houses, the climate, the sky, and the tops of royal palms proved to be a 
mandate compelling such a well-trained observer and entertaining writer to 
complete her Cuban studies. Beside the chapters devoted to the capital, this 
volume contains descriptions of all those portions of the island, in the west 
and in the east, which are especially interesting to American readers. The 
Isle of Pines is, of course, not slighted, and there are chapters dealing with 
the "farce" of Cuban autonomy, as well as (somewhat casually) the riddle of 
Cuban ethnology. M. W. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Climate of the Argentine Republic. By Walter G. Davis, Director of the 
Argentine Meteorological Office. Pp. iii, pis. xliv. Buenos Aires, 1910. 4to. 
Argentina, with its great north and south extension; its massive western 
Cordilleran barrier, and its importance, because of its "temperate zone" loca- 
tion, as a future home for a vast and energetic population, has a peculiar inter- 
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est among South American republics. Climatically, the Argentine Republic 
offers an unusually attractive field for study, and under the able directorship 
of Mr. Walter G. Davis, the Argentine Meteorological Office has gained the 
distinction of having done by far the best meteorological work in South Amer- 
ica, and better work, even, than has been done in many Northern Hemisphere 
countries. Not content with covering the mainland of his great district with 
meteorological stations, Mr. Davis has extended his service into the Antarctic 
province to the south, and is every year adding to our knowledge of the 
meteorological conditions which prevail in the high southern latitudes. For 
comparatively few countries are there available such admirable climatic pub- 
lications as the Argentine Meteorological Office has given us in the past few 
years. In the "Second Census of the Argentine Republic, May 10, 1895," there 
was an excellent chapter on climate (published in 1908). This chapter, re- 
vised to the end of 1900, was published separately, in English and Spanish, in 
1902. We now have another, more complete, publication in the Climate of the 
Argentine Republic, dated 1910, altogether in English, fully illustrated with 
charts of temperature, pressure and rainfall; curves of temperature, pressure, 
relative and absolute humidity, wind roses, etc. 

The Republic is divided into four zones, the Littoral, the Mediterranean, 
the Andean and the Patagonian, with a fifth, the Antarctic. The first three 
are further divisible into northern, central and southern sections. Argentina, 
it should be remembered, has many climatic characteristics similar to those 
found in the United States and Canada, with this difference, that in the South 
American Republic the narrowing of the continent to the south results in reduc- 
ing considerably the longitudinal extension of some of these climatic provinces 
as compared with their e st and west extension in North America. Thus, we 
have in southern Argentina a climatic province very similar to that of eastern 
Canada, but the former is much the narrower. On the other hand, much of 
northern Argentina belongs to a climatic province very similar, in its larger 
features, to that between the Rocky Mountains and the 100th meridian in the 
United States, but in Argentina this district is a good deal more extended than 
in the United States. Again, in northeastern Argentina and part of southern 
Brazil there is a climatic province which we also find, with a considerably 
greater east-west extension, in the eastern United States from the 100th meridian 
to the Atlantic Ocean. Such broad climatic comparisons as these make the 
world-wide study of climates interesting, and economically of great significance. 

Those who wish to inform themselves concerning the climatic conditions 
of the Argentine Republic, for reasons of agriculture, cattle raising, manu- 
facturing, or even only of health and pleasure, will find Davis's new volume 
indispensable. We are particularly glad to see in it a classification of the 
types of cyclones and anticyclones which control Argentine weather, for climatic 
averages without clear emphasis upon the weather types which, taken together, 
make up the climate, are dull and dead. R. DeC. Ward. 

An Bresil. Du Rio Sao Francisco a L'Amazone. By Paul Walle, 
author of " Le Perou Economique," etc. 464 pp., 105 illustrations and 13 
maps. E. Guilmoto, Paris, 1010. 10 fr. 

This volume is a part of the outcome of very careful studies which the 
author made in the course of long journeys undertaken at the request of the 
French Ministry of Commerce and the Parisian Society of Commercial Geog- 



